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condition,  were upon  that account  called  free-traders'
(I, 372).    It was the beginning of a long evolution, which
culminated in the removal of protective duties on foreign^
imports, i.e., in free trade, as we think of it.    The sequence
was:
(1)    The removal of local barriers set up by local bodies
in their own interest.
(2)    The removal of regulations restricting the internal
trade in wool and corn; and the abolition of excises which
interfered with the processes of domestic manufacture.
(3)    The removal of all but revenue duties on articles of
export and import, these being offset by countervailing
duties, to avoid incidental protection.
The trade of the nineteenth century was freer than that of
the eighteenth century, and so on backward through the
centuries. With this increased freedom of trade went a
parallel increase in the range of the market.
On the political side the towns played a leading, if some-
what niggardly, part in the winning of constitutional liberty.
Though they owed their enfranchisement to the king, they
resisted his attempt to tax them without their consent.
When he was hard pressed fer the financing of war, the
House of Commons, in which their representatives sat,
exacted constitutional privileges as the price of their
pecuniary support, and thus the control of the Commons over
taxation was established. The Commons opposed th$ grant
of monopolies to the court favourites of Elizabeth and
Charles I, and in the ensuing struggle the towns, headed by
London, supported Parliament against the King.
However, though their birth was a landmark in the history
of freedom, the exercise of it caused them in time to become
enemies of freedom. For the rules imposed by the gilds and
companies of corporate towns confined industries to
established grooves and limited the entry of new-comers
into them. This exclusiveriess was always prompting
industries to slip out into the country. For this cause the
early woollen industry left Beverley and York for the then
rural district of the West Riding. Similarly, as we have